Sunday 1st February 2026

First Reading Zephaniah 2: 3; 3 :12-13

I will leave in your midst a people humble and
lowly.

Responsorial Psalm

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven

Second Reading Corinthians 1: 26-31

God chose what is weak in the world

Gospel Acclamation

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven.

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1-12a
Blessed are the poor in spirit

The Order of Mass on page 4 of the Hymn Book.

OFFICE/CHURCH

Parish Office:
82 Huyton Hey Road L36 5SQ
Tel: 0151 489 3085
Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 10.00 am - 1.00 pm

Email Address:
agnesaidan@rcaol.org.uk

Mass cards available from church/office.

(Please note the parish office is located
beside the church, entrance via the church
car park - green door)

For your information:

Parish Newsletters are posted on
Parish Website every week at:
www.stagnes-staidan.org.uk

Newsletter items by Thursday morning to
parish office

PARISH CONTACTS

SISTERS:

Helpers of the Holy Souls

Sr. Elizabeth 0151 559 7841
Sr. Mary Rose 07770 830 290

Daughters of St. Paul 0151 487 8550
St. Mary of Namur 0151 489 1302

Deacon:

Mike Whelan

PRIMARY SCHOOLS:

St. Aidan 0151 477 8370
St. Joseph 0151 477 8990
St. Anne’s 0151 477 8260

Parish Priest

Fr. Anton Fernandopulle 0151 489 3085
(Resident in parish)
Fr. Richard Sloan 0151449 0214
Pastoral Assistant:

Christine Ball - christinewball@gmail.com

Safeguarding Representatives

Cath Golding - safeguarding062b
@rcaol.org.uk

Honor Ambrose - safeguarding062
@rcoal.org.uk

PARISH CLUB

St. Aidan: 07932 404 521

‘Parish of St. Agnes and St. Aidan’

Images taken during services and events in
our Church may be shown on social media or
other publications. If you would prefer your
image not to be included please let us know.
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The Parish of
St. Agnes and St. Aidan

PALMS & ASH WEDNESDAY
Please bring all your palm crosses from last
year so they can be burned to produce ash for
Ash Wednesday. Kindly bring them to the
church before Wednesday 11th February.
Thank you.
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Sunday 1st February 2026

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Racial Justice Sunday

Year A

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Inc.
Reg. Charity No. 1199714

Mission Statement of the Archdiocese of Liverpool

Taking to heart the last words of the Lord Jesus, we will go into the world and proclaim the
Good News to the whole of creation.




Parish of Sts. Agnes & Aidan Live stream Masses
Holy Mass is live streamed every Sunday at 10.30 am on youtube:
Search Youtube Stagnesstaidan

You can watch and pray the Mass any time after 12.30pm on Sundays.
Livestreamed Masses are with a congregation so if you attend anonymity cannot be guaranteed.

Saturday 31st January - St John Bosco, Priest

Mass 5.30 pm - John Gregory, Mary McDonnell

Sunday 1st February - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Racial Justice Sunday

Mass 10.30 am - Frances McGrail, Andrew McDonald

Monday 2nd February - Presentation of the Lord - (World day for Consecrated Life)

First Communion Preparation

Thank you to all who attended the meeting on Wednesday. If you weren't able to attend,
letters have been sent home via school and email. Please collect your pack as soon as
possible. Please contact Christine if you have any queries (christinewball@gmail.com)

We look forward to getting to know you over the coming months in Mass, Little Church and in
the tea club.

St. Aidan's Saturday 13t June 2026 10:00 am
St. Joseph's Saturday 13t June 2026 12:30 pm
St. Anne's Saturday 20t June 2026 10 am and 12:30 pm.
(Times will be allocated by a draw once we have confirmed numbers)

All other schools Saturday 20t June 2026 3:00 pm

9.30 am Celebration of the Word and Communion

Wednesday 4th February

7.00 pm - Celebration of the Word and Communion

Saturday 7th February

Mass 5.30 pm - Michael Flexen, Alice Reilly & Joan Rochford

Sunday 8th February - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Victims of Trafficking)

Mass 10.30 am - Len Swift, Netty Rodrigues

Confessions: _Saturday 5.00 pm - 5.20 pm_(or by appointment )

Mass Intentions
When completing a Mass Intention envelope, please include your name and contact
number. Occasionally, due to unforeseen circumstances, we may need to cancel a weekday
Mass at short notice. Having your contact details allows us to inform you as soon as
possible. If you are requesting a Mass for a specific date, please provide at least a
few weeks’ notice.

Parish Volunteers

We continue to look for volunteers to support the many activities in our parish. We are
especially seeking new people who can take on roles that have been faithfully carried out by
long-standing volunteers over the years.

If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office. As we know, many hands make light
work, and together we can ensure the smooth running of parish life.

We take this opportunity to sincerely thank all our volunteers - past and present - for their
generous service and ongoing support. Please encourage your family and friends to get
involved too!

Please be considerate when parking as ®

residents also need to access their i

driveways with ease.  Thank you

Parish Music Ministry

Enjoy singing or playing music? Join our parish music group—even once a month makes a difference!
Contact the parish office or speak to Von. Thank you.

WCMAD Meetings:
Interested in our projects, fraveling to Romania or helping with fundraising?
Join us on March 8th and July 2th 2026 at 12.30pm after the tea club to leam more and get involved!




Transformational Choices

This week all three readings speak of ‘how-to-be’ attitudes: [1]. “Seek righteousness;
seek humility.” (Zephaniah); 2.“God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.” (1 Corinthians); 3.
The Sermon on the Mount where Jesus teaches what it means to live a Christ-centred
life. ‘Just as the Ten Commandments are the core of the Jewish way of life and a law
to follow, so the Beatitudes are the core of the Christian way of life. Strictly speaking,
the Beatitudes are not commandments. They are not so much things to be done or
rules to be kept as deep-down attitudes of mind. Their observance is only possible with
a deep love of God and of other people. They can never be kept fully — they are goals
that are always calling us further. They never leave any room for complacency. One
can never say about the Beatitudes what the rich man said to Jesus, namely, that he
had kept all the commandments since he was young. [1]

Jesus is not talking about doing virtuous deeds so we will be rewarded later. He is
talking about making transformational choices so that we will experience eternal life
now. [2] He is asking us to make the choice to:

- be poor, ‘begging for the things of the spirit, gratefully receiving every gift of insight,
every gift of each experience of unconditional love, every gift of growth in
awareness of our oneness with everyone and everything; [3]

- ‘be hungry and find our deepest aliveness within God’s aliveness;

- be pure in heart so that we shall see God. Jesus ties together heart and sight.

When the heart is right, he says, seeing will be right. The heart in the ancient sacred
traditions has a very specific and perhaps surprising meaning. It is not the seat of our
personal emotions but it is an organ for the perception of divine purpose and

beauty.’ [4] When the distorted instrument of the mind is made clear, we see the
divine spark at the centre of our very being; and we see simultaneously that spark in
the heart of every other human being, one and the same in all.’ [4] We live the
Beatitudes in response to our growing awareness of who we are in God. [9]

Pope Leo had declared 2026 as a special jubilee year of St Francis to honour the 800t
year of his death. ‘Francis lived out the prophetic spirit of the Beatitudes, presenting an
alternative vision to both church and state, as he sought to be God’s instrument in
healing the world, beginning with the transformation of church and expanding his
mission to include healing the whole earth, Christian and non-Christian, human and
non-human. Francis invites us to embody the Beatitudes in our time.”[6]

Adapted: [1]Living Space
[4] Cynthia Bourgeault

[2] Richard Rohr /3] Piero Archiati
[5] Eknath Easwaran [6] Bruce Epperly

Prayer Requests

Your charitable prayers are asked for those who are sick or in special need of
our Prayers.
Please let the office know if you wish to add a name to the list.

Tricia Andrews, Lynn Ashton, Doris Benette, Catherine Bennion, Shona Blackey, Marie Bowden, John
Bradshaw, Trina Bromwell, Diane Bruder, Margaret & Gordon Caruthers, Violet Chadwick, Grace Cheeseman-
Woolerton, John Clintworth, Victoria Coffey, James Corbett, Janet, Ray and Nicholas Cragg, Marie D'arcy,
Collette Davies, Janet Davies, Despina, Patricia Fisher, Brian Funnell, Alison Hardman, Joseph Hill, Claire
Hindley, Sue Hodgson, Barbara Holman, Marie Hunter, Claire llingworth, Barry James, Joelle, Peggy Kane, Joe
Johnson, Laura, Dennis Ling, Lora, Ray Lloyd, Mary Lynch, Sheila McGrattan, Maureen, Dee McCloy,
Michael & Lawrence McClintock, Alan McKeown, Christine Malone, Joe March, Patricia Markey,
Cathy McMurrie, Tim Merritt, Peter Muldoon, Ann-Marie Naylor, Kathleen O’Gorman, Louise
Owens, Ged Privilege, Julie Quarless, Mia Robinson, Nilma Cristina Rodrigo, Walter Runge, Marie
Sanbter, Sara, Betty Savage, Joan Smith, Donna Sothern, Alan Spain, Billy Turner, Sr Josephine
Vassallo, Molly Wallis, Frank Walsh, Joan Walsh, Dylan Watson, Pamela Watson, lan Webster,
Vera Whitfield, Emma Williamson, Kerry Wilson, Sr Clare Wilson, Jimmy Wolfe, Laura

Recently Deceased
Edith Marie Jackson, Frederick Walsh, Margaret Stonely, John Devine, Ann Clague

Anniversary
Joseph Kearns, Richard Naylor, Peter Lynch

Sanctuary Lamp Week 1st February - Racial Justice

Please contact the Parish office if you would like a Mass Intention, an Anniversary or
anyone adding to the Prayer List. If you wish this to be said on a specific date can you
please give the office as much advanced warning as possible. Please note: As in
previous years Easter & Christmas masses will be for all the parishioners and not for
individual intentions. Thank you.

WELCOME TO OUR OPEN CHURCH f‘ -

As a parish family we have invested a considerable amount of money on security to make -
it possible to keep the church open during the weekdays from 10am to 1pm (except z
on bank holidays). Please feel free to avail yourself of this opportunity to spend some

valuable time in the presence of the blessed sacrament in private prayer or just to light a candle.

BEREAVEMENT CARE TEAM - DROP- IN SESSIONS

1st Wednesday of the month 2pm — 4pm, in Sr. Elizabeth Kelly Room, at St. Agnes & St. Aidan
Church on Huyton Hey Road.L36 5SQ . (Entrance on St. Mary’s Road via the arched metal gate).
We are not counsellors, just a small group of parishioners who have received training for this
special ministry. We have also experienced the grief of having lost a loved one.

You may prefer to have a one to one meeting with one of our care team. Our monthly

Drop - In, is an open invitation for anyone to come along for a cup of tea and company. Time
shared with a warm welcome with an opportunity for quiet prayer should you wish.




SSaptism
Baptism Preparation meeting:
First Monday of each month at
7:30pm. The next meeting will be
on Monday 2nd February

If you wish to have your child
baptised, you must contact the
Parish Office on 0151 489 3085 and
you will be booked into a
preparation meeting. These
meetings are for parents whose
children are under 8 years of age

BAPTISMS ARE HELD ON:

1st Saturday at 12.00pm and 1.00 pm
1st Sunday at 1.30pm & 2.30pm

(Fr. Anton)

4th Sunday at 1.30pm & 2.30 pm
(Deacon Mike )

BAPTISM CERTIFICATES

Please email or phone the office with
your request. Once ordered, copies
can be collected on

Monday or Wednesday

from 10 am to 1 pm.

LGBTQ+ SOCIAL GROUP

Will meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month at

6 pm in Sr. Elizabeth Kelly room in the church
of SS. Agnes and Aidan, Huyton, L36 5SQ
The next meeting, whjch will be open, is on

Sunday 15th February

Instagram: St.Agnes_St.Aidan_LGBTQ &on
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
aroups/580539512933145/?ref=share
Facebook: ‘Parishes of Sts Agnes & Aidan’s
LGBTQ+ Social Group’

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

We warmly invite everyone to join us for the 10:30 Mass on Sunday, 1st February.
You are encouraged to wear your traditional or cultural attire as we celebrate the
richness and diversity of our community and the wider world.

Racial justice-themed badges will be available for purchase at £1 each.

Sr Elizabeth Kelly Community Room

Community Prayer Circle (1-3pm)
Next meeting 3rd February
Music Group (7.30 pm)

Next meeting 3rd February

No experience needed. Join us to make new
friends and contribute to our worship.
All are welcome

PARISH PENSIONERS' CLUB

Next meeting will be on
11th February 2026

1 pm until 3 pm in the parish meeting
room (Sr Elizabeth Kelly room)

Car Boot Sale

Last Saturday of each month
8am to 12 noon.
Next Car boot sale on
28th February 2026

GOLD BOOK

If you would like the name of your deceased

loved ones written in The Gold Book please

contact the parish office with their name and

the month they died so that their names can
be added. (0151 489 3085)

Missing Parishioners

As parishioners we need to be aware that if we
don’t see someone for a few weeks we should find
out what has happened. Or it may be that you are
unable to attend Church because you have been
ill. In either case please contact the office as soon
as possible and we will make arrangements for
someone to keep in touch, if they so wish.

Our Father in heaven,

Creator of all the races in your world

Hallowed by Thy name,

Praised and beloved by all your people of whatever colour and race.

Thy Kingdom come,

Where racial justice prevails and all are welcome

Without favour or discrimination.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Where we will strive to live as sisters and brothers bound together as your children.
Give us this day

A day of enlightenment when we recognise all peoples are equal in your sight

Our daily bread

To share with our neighbours of whatever colour, race or creed.

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us

Forgive the wrong of the colonial past, the oppression of slavery, the assumption of
white privilege and the ongoing racism hidden in ourselves and our communities.
Lead us not into temptation

Of pride and denial of truth,

But deliver us from the evil

Of racism which divides communities and destroys lives.

As Christian men and women, we pledge our active commitment to seek racial justice
and equity for everyone both individually and institutionally.

For Thine is the Kingdom, the Pover and the Glory,

Which will transform us all

For ever and ever,

Amen.

WCMAD Meetings

Interested in our projects, travel to Romania or helping with fundraising?
Join us on March 8th and July 12th 2026 at 12.30pm after the tea club to learn more
and get involved



https://www.facebook.com/groups/580539512933145/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/580539512933145/?ref=share

